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THE PURPOSE OF THE PARABLES
"And the disciples came, and said unto him , Why
speakest thou unto them in parables?
He answered and said unto them, Because it is given
unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it is not given .
For whosoever hath , to him shall be given, and he shall
have more abundance: but whosoever hath not, from
him shall be taken away even that he hath .
Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they
seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they
understand.
And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias which
saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand;
and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this
people's heart is waxed gross , and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and could understand with their heart, and should be
converted, and I should heal them . But blessed are your
eyes, for they see; and your ears, for they hear.
For verily I say unto you, That many prophet.s and
righteous men have desired to see those things which ye
see, and have not seen them; and to hear those things
which ye hear, and have not heard them. "
Matthew 10:13-17

Copyright © 1978 by Biola College, Inc.

Before we study the parables in Matthew 13, there is an
interesting and informative interlude in verses 10-16. It is in
the form of a question asked by the disciples and our Lord's
answer. The question and its answer is a seeming departure
from the chronological order of events, appearing between
the giving of the first parable and Christ's interpretation of it.
We are not told precisely what it was that prompted the
disciples to ask their question. Now take note of the fact that
they did not ask Jesus why He spoke in parables, but why He
spoke to "them" (the multitudes who gathered to hear Him).
That word them is the key to the question. The parabolic form
of teaching was not a novelty, it was not a brand new method
of teaching. But never before had Jesus addressed the mu/5

titudes in this way. The disciples had never heard our Lord talk
this way to the crowds, and they could not understand it.
They must have heard His answer with pleasure and delight
when He said, "Because it is given unto you to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not
given" (vs. 11 ). Don't overlook that word "given." It suggests
the idea of pure grace. Divine revelation is always a matter of
Grace on God's part.
But along with Divine sovereignty there is also the matter of
human responsibility, and this tells us why the disciples ~ere
given the mysteries and the multitudes were not. For
whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he shall have more
abundance; but whosoever hath not, from him shall be taken
away even that he hath" (vs. 12). Any misinterpretation of
these words of Christ will lead to misunderstanding, therefore,
let us examine them carefully.
Jesus had just said, "It is given unto you to know ... but to
them it is not given!" To the one group the parable revealed
truth; to the other it concealed it. This was not an arbitrary act
on God's part. The parables were not spoken to deliberately
hinder the crowds from understanding our Lord's teaching.
This I strongly deny to be so. The crowd that was not part of
the "in" group could blame nobody but themselves.
In our Lord's words in verse 12 you will find a basic,
fundamental principle of life. It is simply this: what we do not
use we lose. Suppose your arm were fastened securely in a
sling for a long period of time so that you did not use one
muscle in that arm. You would discover that the arm would
begin to atrophy and weaken. If you didn't use the arm you
would lose the ability to use it.
In the parable of the Sower, Jesus is speaking about how
people hear the Word of God. He said, "Who hath ears to
hear, let him hear" (vs. 9). Luke added the words, "Take heed
therefore how ye hear" (Luke 8: 18). The disciples had heard
Christ's words and responded to them, therefore, to them He
would give more truth. The multitudes had heard His words
and rejected them. They had eyes to see, ears to hear and
hearts to understand, but they refused to see, hear and understand. The truth they refused is now lost to them. They lacked
6

what the disciples possessed, namely, Divine Truth. Their
ignorance was willful ignorance. They did not understand
because they would not understand. Theirs was a deliberate
rejection of the truth. They didn't have it because they didn't
want it, therefore, ''whosoever hath not, from him shall be
taken away even that he hath" {vs. 12). When Jesus called
Simon, Andrew, James and John, "they immediately ...
followed Him" {Matthew 4: 18-22). They heard Christ speak
and acted upon His Word, so to them and to the others who
obeyed the truth was given to know the secrets, but from those
who rejected the truth they were withheld.
During my years in the pastorate I have watched both
classes, those who heard the truth and obeyed it and others
who heard the same truth but refused to act upon it. I have
witnessed spiritual growth in the lives of many, and in every
instance they were diligent students of the Bible, obeying its
precepts and advancing to Christian maturity. And so God
continued to give them more truth.
Our Lord continues answering the disciples' question by
quoting the prophet Isaiah:
And in them is fulfilled the prophecy of Esaias, which
saith, By hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand;
and seeing ye shall see, and shall not perceive: For this
people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of
hearing, and their eyes they have closed; lest at any time
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and should understand with their heart, and should be
converted, and I should heal them (Matthew 13:14, 15).

Now please note that it was not God who hardened their
hearts, stopped their ears and closed their eyes to the truth.
They did it themselves, deliberately, voluntarily and knowingly. They knew what God's plan was for them, but they did
not want it, choosing rather their own folly and fleshly desires.
Isaiah said the people would close their own eyes lest they
should see, and turn a deaf ear on the truth lest they should
hear. And that is why Jesus said, ''Who hath ears to hear, let
him hear" {vs. 9). Any person who anesthetizes his heart,
muffles his ears, and shuts his eyes to the Word of God, God
will punish him by allowing him to have his way.
7

But the very opposite is true of all who receive Christ and
His Word. Our Lord says to all such, "Blessed are your eyes,
for they see: And your ears, for they hear" (vs. 10). God
reveals truth to those who continue to obey it. Obedience to
the truth creates the capacity for more truth. You see, the
difference in our Lord's method of teaching in parables was a
result of a difference in relationship with Him. The disciples
who received Him would now know the mysteries of the
kingdom. To the multitudes who had hardened their hearts
and did not want to know, the parabolic method applied.
Now this does not mean that the secrets of the Kingdom
were not discoverable to any among the multitude. Any person hearing those parables, and repenting of their hardness of
heart and seeking their true meaning, would know the truth
Jesus taught. The parables are an appeal to the heart of man
and an open door to the truth.
Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower (vs. 18).

Now we can see that the disciples' question and our Lord's
reply are not chronologically out of place. "Hear ye there! ore ... " If there was no hope for any of them, Jesus would
not have appealed to them to pay close attention to His interpretation of that first parable. In substance He is saying to
them, "Until now you have hardened your heart, closed your
eyes and muffled your ears, the refore, pay close attention to
this parable.''
The giving of these parables must be regarded as a Divine
judgment upon the nation of Israel because ''they have closed
their own eyes to the truth''. I will not argue as to whether the
parables were given to produce blindness, or as a result of
blindness. One point is decisive, namely, the context of Isaiah
6:9, 10 and its quotation in the New Testament cannot change
the judicial nature of our Lord's words. The blindness of the
multitude to the mysteries of the kingdom is represented as
judicial, a punishment inflicted by God upon a people who
deliberately closed their eyes to Divine truth (Matthew 13: 15).
It is in keeping with the nature of God to judge men for their
willful unbelief.
We may conclude, therefore, that we have in these parables
the principle of double purpose, both beneficial and retribu8

tive. This principle applies to all persons in every dispensation.
It is dangerous for any of us to muffle our ears and shut our
eyes to God's truth.
In this series of parables our Lord was about to reveal that
which had been hitherto unrevealed. He will now bring to light
that which had been hidden and secret. The time has now
come for the King to make known to His subjects those events
to follow His first appearing and continue until His second
coming. The events He is about to reveal will occur during this
present age. Here then is an outline of certain events depicting
the course of this present age from the rejection of the Messiah
by Israel unto His reception by Israel at His second coming to
the earth. The clear knowledge of those events requires the
proper interpretation of the parables recorded in Matthew 13.
Matthew, chapter 13, is a very important chapter in the
Bible and a crucial chapter in Matthew's record. It contains
one of three kingdom discourses spoken by our Lord. All three
are related to Christ and His kingdom:
The Principles of the Kingdom (Chapters 5-7)
The Parables of the Kingdom (Chapter 13)
The Prophecies of the King (Chapters 24, 25)

The parables of the kingdom will engage our thoughts and
meditations in the following pages. Matthew 13 contains
seven parables spoken by Jesus (some writers see eight parables in this chapter). The purpose of this particular series of
parables is to teach what our Lord called "the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven" (13: 11 ).
The word "mystery" is sometimes misunderstood. It has
been brought over to us from the Greek word musterion. It
does not suggest the idea of mysteriousness, but rather a truth
which heretofore has been hidden but is now revealed. Many
lodges are secret societies, having secrets which non-members
do not know. But once the neophyte is initiated into the lodge,
the aura of mystery disappears because the secret is now
made known. The purpose of our Lord in relating this series of
parables was to reveal truth which God has seen fit to keep
secret until Israel's leaders rejected Christ as their Messiah.
"All these things spake Jesus unto the multitude in parables;
and without a parable spake He not unto them: That it might
9
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be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying, I will
open my mouth in parables; I will utter things which have been
kept secret from the foundation of the world" (13:35 ).
In these seven parables our Lord revealed things which had
been kept secret from the foundation of the world. The responsible leaders in Israel had rejected their King. It is now
God's time to tell them that something important is about to
happen. The King is going to return to heaven, and during His
absence, before He returns to earth to establish the kingdom
they had rejected, the seed of God's Word must be sown in all
the world. Now, "the field is the world" (13:38), not merely
Palestine and the Jews.
The secret which the Old Testament prophets did not see
was that at Messiah's first coming He would be rejected, die on
the cross, rise from death and the grave, go back to heaven,
and then come to earth a second time in glory to establish His
kingdom. The prophets saw the coming golden age, but they
did not see the time period between Christ's two appearings,
now more than nineteen hundred years. They saw both His
"sufferings" and "the glory that should follow" (I Peter 1: 10,
11 ), but the "time" between those two events was the "mystery" about which they searched diligently. The "kingdom of
heaven" was no secret to Israel.
The mystery was the fact that there would be a long period
of time, the Church Age, in which God would not deal with
Israel as a nation but send the Gospel into all the world. God,
in His compassion for the entire race of mankind, purposed
from eternity to redeem people from every tribe and nation.
This is the great mystery, that God would set aside His chosen
people Israel, so that He might redeem sinners from among
the Gentiles as well as Jews.
The parables in Matthew 13 are a description of "the kingdom of heaven" during this present age. The "kingdom of
heaven" in this age is not the Church. If we equate "the
kingdom of heaven" in Matthew 13 with the -Church, we
create confusion. Matthew 13 includes a longer period of time
than is involved in the Church age. The kingdom in mystery
commenced with the rejection of the King in Matthew 12 and

will conclude with the return of the King at the end of the
Tribulation. The kingdom in manisfestation will follow the
Tribulation and continue for 1,000 years. While we must not
equate the mystery form of the kingdom with the Church Age,
it does include the Church era. In these parables we have the
form that "the kingdom of heaven" will take on earth during
the King's absence. The Church is never called ''the kingdom
of heaven.''
The first appearance of the words parable and mystery in
the New Testament are here in Matthew 13 (vs. 3, 11 ). These
parables relate to the secrets of "the kingdom of heaven."
They are particularly prophetical and dispensational. They
were uttered to show the varied responses and reactions to the
Word of God during the King's absence. The teaching Christ
unfolded in these parables was new truth, held in secret by
God until Jesus taught it. "The kingdom of heaven" in these
parables represents professing Christianity, identified frequently by the term Christendom.
Some people are not aware of the fact that the Bible contains a record of church history beyond that which appears in
the book of Acts. They have not the slightest idea of what
would take place after these events recorded in Acts. But we
are not.left without divinely inspired help on this subject. There
are several significant passages of Scripture which present a
broad panoramic view of what would follow in human history
after Christ's ascension to heaven and the founding of His
Church.
One of these passages is Matthew 13. I propose that we
examine these parables prayerfully and carefully. In them we
will see history as Jesus taught it. We will see events as God
saw them and predicted them. The world sees history only as
man views it. After one has read the most accurate and best
written histories, he has only a repetition of the birth and death
of world leaders, kings, queens, dictators, premiers, presidents, the rise and fall of nations and empires; the record of
wars, exploitations, catastrophies and sorrow; and the report
of scientific progress. History at its best from man's viewpoint
is a sordid, twisted view of things.
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If you want an accurate picture of history and a prophetic
preview of what to look for while our Lord is absent from the
earth, these parables will tell you. What can we expect as
regards the reception of God's Word? What can we look for in
the way of opposition to the proclamation of the Gospel? Can
we expect a world-wide conversion to Christ before He comes
again? Will peace come to the earth? What will Satan's
method of opposition be to God's truth during this present
age? What is Israel's future? These and other questions are
answered clearly in the teachings of our Lord in these seven
parables.
Matthew records all seven parables. Mark wrote about two
of the parables, the parables of the Sower and Mustard Seed
(Mark 4:1-9, 13-20, 30-32). In Luke's record we have the
Parables of the Sower, the Mustard Seed (Luke 8:5-15) and
the Leaven (Luke 13:20, 21 ).
THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER
"And he spake many things unto them in parables,
saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow;
And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside,
and the fowls came and devoured them up; Some fell
upon stony places, where they had not much earth ; and
forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness
of earth.
And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and
because they had no root, they withered away.
And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung
up, and choked them:
But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit,
some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.
Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.
Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower.
When any one heareth the word of the kingdom , and
understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and
catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he
which received seed by the way side.
But he that received the seed into stony places, the
same is he that heareth the word, and anon with joy
receiveth it:
Yet hath he not root in himself, but endureth for a
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while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because
of the word, by and by he is offended.
He also that received seed among the thorns , is he that
heareth the word; and the care of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he becometh unfruitful.
But he that received seed into the good ground is he
that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also
beareth fruit, and bringeth forth , some an hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty"
(Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23).

In the Old Testament God likens Himself to a sower
(Jeremiah 31:27). Likewise His children are sowers (Psalm
126:5, 6). But here in the parable Jesus Himself is the sower as
He introduces His program to be carried on during His absence. In His second parable in this series of seven He said,
'"He that soweth the good seed is the Son of man" (Matthew
13:37).
The seed in the parable is the Word of God, called "the
word of the kingdom" (Matthew 13: 19). Mark said, "The
sower soweth the word" (Mark 4: 14). Luke states plainly,
"Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God" (Luke
8: 11 ). It is the living, life-giving seed with its own inherent
power to deal with sin in the human heart (Hebrews 4: 12),
and to bring to pass the new birth (I Peter 1:23). It is the word
of truth that begets life in sinners (James 1: 18) and saves their
souls (James 1:21).
During the King's absence His followers are to go to all the
world and preach the Word to every creature (Mark 16:15),
even to "the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). Here then
we have the King's prophetic program for His own followers
during the present dispensation. The worldwide sowing of the
seed of God's Word is the divine program for the Church of
Christ. We must guard against being sidetracked into becoming involved with lesser things.
The soils in the parable, four in number, represent four
classes of hearers, each with a different response to God's
Word. The outstanding feature of the parable is the attention
our Lord focuses on the soils. Those soils represent the human
"heart" (Matthew 13: 19; Mark 4:15, Luke 8: 12, 15 ). In the
13

four soils our Lord is predicting the various types of listeners
the sowers of the Word will encounter. We learn from this
what response to expect from those who hear the Word of
God. Here we have the parable of listening ears and responsive hearts. This is an outstanding feature of the parable.
1. The Way Side. "And when he sowed, some seeds fell by
the way side, and the fowls came and devoured them up ...
When any one heareth the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and catcheth
away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which
received seed by the way side" (Matthew 13:4, 19). In this
instance the seed fell upon the common path beaten hard by
the feet of those who walked that route. The surface was so
hard that there was little chance of the seed penetrating it, and
so it fell prey to the birds who hovered overhead ready to
devour it.
This is the unconcerned heart, the hard heart. This heart,
owing to its hardness, did not take in the seed. The King James
Version says that the heart "understandeth it not." The fault
did not lie in the seed, nor in the sower, but in the soil of the
human heart. It was not a case of mental incapacity or lack of
intellectual understanding. The seed fell on the surface, that is,
it was received by the ear, but because of the hardness of-the
heart it never germinated. It is possible that this indifferent
hearer heard the Word on a regular basis.
The hard and unconcerned heart is easy prey for Satan. The
hardhearted are those ''in whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of
the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should
shine unto them" (II Corinthians 4:4). When they will not
understand, Jesus said, ''then cometh the wicked one, and
catcheth away that which was sown in the heart" (Matthew
13: 19). The heart in which the Word of God is received and
obeyed is never overcome by Satan. "I write unto you, young
men, because ye have overcome the wicked one . . . ye are
strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have
overcome the wicked one" (I John 2: 13, 14). Yes, there are
those who hear the Word, "but when they have heard, Satan
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cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown
in their hearts" (Mark 4: 15 ). Luke wrote, "Those by the way
side are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and taketh away
the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be
saved" (Luke 8: 12).
The first part of this parable was true when our Lord spoke
it. The hard hearts of the Jewish leaders had rejected His
words, and already Satan had taken the word out of their
hearts. But our Lord was speaking prophetically of the entire
period during His absence. We are sure that many who hear
will not receive the word and be saved. There will not be a
universal reception of the truth, as postmillenarians teach. The
parable foreshadows the end times, warning us that we are
doomed to bitter disappointment if we cherish romantic expectations that through the preaching of God's word the world
will get better and better through the universal acceptance of
the Gospel of Christ.
2. The Stony Ground. "Some fell upon stony places, where
they had not much earth: and forthwith they sprung up,
because they had no deepness of earth: And when the sun
was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root,
they withered away" (Matthew 13:5, 6). Jesus then explained
the heart of the stony ground hearer. "But he that received the
seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word,
and anon with joy receiveth it; Yet hath he not root in himself,
but endureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution
ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended"
(Matthew 13:20, 21 ).
The stony ground was probably a strata of limestone rock
with a thin covering of earth on top. The seed would germinate
quickly. Mark says, "Immediately it sprang up" (Mark 4:5).
And then in recording our Lord's interpretation of the stony
ground hearers, he uses that word immediately twice more.
When they have heard the Word they "immediately rece~ve it
with gladness" (Mark 4: 16). But when trials or tribulation
come to them, immediately they are offended" (Mark 4: 17).
They responded speedily, and with equal alacrity they rejected the Word.
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Many hearts are like thin shallow soil, they respond readily
to any new thing. They follow new fashions, respond enthusiastically to a famous personality who is popular at the
time. They are the emotional type who are swept off their feet
easily. They hear the Word and with lighthearted joy respond
to it, but they are shallow, having no depth. These stony
ground hearers heard the Word and showed an outward
enthusiasm for it for a while.
Every person is by nature capable of responding to an
appeal, especially an appeal to the emotions. There is today
much of that kind of preaching that has in it an emotional
appeal, but the appeal is to the flesh. It grabs the emotional
hearer, and if there is any conviction it is fleshly conviction. Dr.
Paul Van Gorder said, "I have never been in favor of getting a
sinner up from his knees and showing him off in front of a
crowd. Irreparable harm has been done to the cause of Christ
by parading noted figures of the entertainment, sports, and
political world across the evangelical platform before sufficient
time has elapsed to indicate whether the seed of the Word of
God has penetrated and really taken root.'' The first effect of
the Gospel should not be to exalt a personality, but to produce
contrition in the heart of the sinner.
The minister of God's Word is not taken by surprise when
he sees many professing Christ and then defecting. In the
stony ground hearer we have the largest group of professing
Christians. Paul prophesied that the last days would be characterized by many "having a form of godliness, but denying the
power thereof .. . " (II Timothy 3:5 ). They start enthusiastically but they never finish. At first they appear as potential
firebrands for God, but like some of those in the church in
Sardis they are thought to be spiritually alive but they are dead
(Revelation 3: 1 ). Even our Lord had spoken His famous
discourse concerning Himself as the living bread who came
down from heaven, "many therefore of His disciples, when
they heard this, said, This is an hard saying; who can hear it?
. . . From that time many of His disciples went back, and
walked no more with Him" (John 6:60, 66).
Our Lord's prophecy in the parable of the stony ground
hearer is being fulfilled before our eyes. Our churches have
16

too many members with stony hearts. They professed joyfully
to enter the Christian life, but their interest soon waned. Some
of them will put in their appearance at Easter and Christmas,
but they have no depth. They are shallow. They are like
Gideon's army that numbered 32,000 at first, but then when
the going got tough 22, 000 quit and returned home. Only 300
stuck it out to the end (Judges 7).
Because the conscience had never been exercised there
was no real sense of sin. A religious experience of this nature,
touching a sinner merely on the surface of the soul, can result
only in apostasy. That crowd who heard Jesus speak this
parable had many such professors. Why? Because He led a
religious movement that was popular.
The same tragedy is repeating itself today and will continue
until Christ returns. Popular religious programs are invading
homes throughout America by means of television. They are
light, breezy, entertaining with emotional appeal based on
experience. They breed the stony ground hearer who never
experiences genuine Holy Spirit conviction. It is this type of
hearer who responds to much of the modern ''evangelism''
we witness today. Yes, our Lord's prophecy in the parable is
being fulfilled.
3. The Tho my Ground. "And some fell among thorns; and
the thorns sprung up, and choked them . . . He also that
received seed among thorns is he that heareth the word; and
the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke
the word, and he becometh unfruitful" (Matthew 13:7, 22).
Mark added one thorn, namely, "the lusts of other things"
(Mark 4: 19). Luke had another addition, namely, the "pleasures of this life" (Luke 8: 14).
Here again the seed sown is unproductive. In this third class
of hearers the hindrance is not so much the internal condition
of the heart as it is external causes. Again our Lord is predicting
that the Word preached will not result in a spiritual harvest of
souls among all who hear. In the first soil, the opposition to the
Word was the devil; in the second the resistance came from
the flesh; in the third the ~nemy of the Word is the world. Here
it is that world-system which James called "the enemy of
God" (James 4:4).
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The "thorns" in the parable represent the variety of weeds
that often choke the good seed preventing a harvest. Jesus
calls them, ''the cares of this world.'' This third hearer is not
hard-hearted like the first, nor soft-hearted like the second but
he does have a divided heart. He is trying to do what Jesus'said
no man can do, namely, "serve God and mammon"
(Matthew 6:24). He received the seed but it never bore fruit.
He ~as a. spiritual. failure. His progress was zero. He is preoccupied with the things of this world. The cares of this world are
simply the anxious concerns many professing Christians have
for .things, ~ome of ""':hich may be legitimate in their place, but
which dominate one s life so that the Word does not bear fruit.
We see this. prophe.c~ of our Lord being fulfilled today.
Many professing Christians are preoccupied with home,
travel, pleasure, career, making money, striving for success,
and a host of other things. They give little or no evidence of
~aving been bor~ again. The heart may be very religious, but it
is so engrossed with earthly things that the Word is choked and
it pr~duces no. fruit. These thorns hinder and harass many of
Gods dear children. They war against the soul and suppress
~he Wor? ~f God. It is characteristic of our age that many
interests in hfe crowd out the reading and study of the Word of
God. Our church rolls carry the names of many persons of this
type.
. When Jesus visited the home of Mary and Martha, he found
in Mary a readiness to sit at His feet and hear His word. But
Martha was cumbered about much service. He rebuked
Martha when He said to her, "Thou art careful (anxious) and
troubled about many things: But one thing is needful: and
Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken
away from her" (Luke 10:38-42). I have italicized the words
"many things" and "one thing." The Lord Himself was
present teaching the Word, sowing His good seed of truth but
the Word was choked in Martha's heart and produced no fruit.
E~en in the home, a busy housewife, doing a good work,
disco.vers that the thorns have a way of thriving, thereby
ch~king out the Word of God. It is not that any one of us would
deliberately deny the Bible or openly reject its message, but
18

we can become so preoccupied with lesser things that we just
don't get around to it.
4. The Good Ground. ''But other fell into good ground, and
brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold,
some thirtyfold ... But he that received seed into good ground
is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also
beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some
sixty, some thirty" (Matthew 13:8, 23).
Any preacher might become discouraged after he sees that
seventy-five percent of the seed sown produced no favorable
results. But it is here that we all can take courage and press on,
knowing that some of God's Word will fall on good soil and
produce a harvest. If the parable is designed to predict the
unfavorable response to God's Word during this present dispensation, it is intended also to remind us that there are always
those, even though the percentage is not large, who will
receive and believe the Word and be saved.
There is plenty of "good ground" in this world. Obviously,
there is a lot of evil within man and without, and both sources
are militating against the Word of God. However, there is that
twenty-five percent to be reached with the gospel and won to
Christ. A harvest of twenty-five percent is better than no
harvest. Everyday we live and move among people presents a
golden opportunity to sow the good seed of God's Word. And
somewhere along the way there will be those who will "receive it" (Mark 4:20), "keep it" (Luke 8: 15 ), and "understand
it" (Matthew 13:23). If we would be fruitful we must be fruitful.
If we will forget ourselves and our personal interests to serve
the Lord, we will reap the harvest. ''He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again
with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him" (Psalm 126:6).
Don't allow these first three hearers and their treatment of
the truth to defeat you. There will be those who will not receive
the message at all, and then there will be those who will receive
it superficially. But that is exactly how Jesus said they would
respond. We must expect this. "Eyes they have, but they see
not; they have ears, but they hear not" (Psalm 135: 16, 17).
The sower is not responsible for the response of the hearer.
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Nor can the sower make the seed take root and grow. We
cannot impart life to spiritually dead people. One can plant
and another water, but God only can give the increase (I
Corinthians 3:6).
And let us not be hasty and anxious about quick results. We
do not have to see all of the harvest today. One important
point in this parable is the proclamation of the truth during this
present age. The majority will not receive the Word of God,
but a good harvest is certain to follow the sowing of the seed.
We must be guided by our Lord's interpretation of this parable, not by a few misguided theologians who hold on to the
dream of a world totally converted. The King told us what to
expect during His absence. Let us get on with the job, intensify
our efforts, and as we sow, make sure that we magnify the
Saviour and the Seed, but not the sower. "And let us not be
weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap if we faint
not" (Galatians 6:9).
In St. Paul's Cathedral in London there is a stained glass
window depicting a man sowing seed. It was presented as a
memorial to a man named Samuel A. Burnett. Mr. Burnett
devoted his entire lifetime to spreading the Word of God in the
wicked East End of London. Beneath the painting there is a
plaque which reads, DEDICATED TO SAMUEL A. BURNETT, WHO SERVED IN EAST LONDON FOR FIFTY
YEARS, AND WHO FEARED NOT TO SOW DESPITE THE
BIRDS.
I'll settle for an epitaph like that!
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